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[Abstract]

Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) set up a training
school for midwifery nurses in King's College
Hospital in 1861, a year after she established the
Nightingale training school for nurses. The school
operation was favorable for a while after it was
opened. However, the midwifery nurses school
was closed because puerperal fever spread over the
ward in 1867. Florence Nightingale investigated
its background, and summarized her view on
midwifery into a book titled “Introductory Notes
on Lying-in Institutions” and then published it.
This paper focuses on one of Nightingale’s own
publication works “Introductory Notes on Lying-
in Institutions” to clarify her view on ideal modern

midwifery function and education. Nightingale’s



advocacy is that women should attend the scene
of human birth, and that these women have to be
well-trained specialists with scientific knowledge,
being able to deal with any normal or abnormal
cases and to assist in delivery not only at hospital
but also at home. This original view is the basics
of Nightingale’s philosophy of midwifery.

The book tells us that promoting citizens' health
by empowering women is the embodiment of one
of the bases of Nightingale’s philosophy, and that
Nightingale, confronting the old local customs and
social conventions, attempted to institute a new
social system through promoting the professional
status of midwife to a highly-skilled specialist

subsequent to having established that of nurse.
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